
Faithful to the end  
_ Surrender in an age of control 

In various ways each of us like to be in control.  The reality is whenever we're trying to control 
something that's not ours to control, what it is is a reflection of a really big spiritual problem. 

In those areas of our life where we try to control and keep a firm hold over what is happening, we 
oftentimes without knowing it are trying to be like God.  We are saying to those around us ‘I want 
to control because I know what's best.’ 

We do this with those around us, our friends, family, work colleagues, but we also do this with 
God.  We hear that God has good plans for us and yet we say to God I’m going to pick and 
choose what it is I surrender over to you because I want to be in control.  

The problem is when we try to take control 
and we're not surrendered to God, we 

rarely ever get it right. 

My secret is that I want to be relevant and popular. I want my 
desires fulfilled and pain minimised. I want a manageable 
relationship with an institution rather than messy relationships 
with real people. I want to be transformed into the image of 
Christ by showing up at entertaining events rather than through 
the hard work of discipline. I want to wear my faith on my 
sleeve and not look at the darkness in my heart. And above all, 
I want a controllable god. I want a divine commodity to do my 
will on earth as well as in heaven. 
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God makes plain that the people of promise 
will come not through an offspring that 

represents human effort and human 
achievement — this being Ishmael — but 
instead through a seed that represents a  

supernatural miracle — Isaac. 
Before starting a discussion spend a moment in prayer and ask God to help lead your 
discussions. 

Discussion Questions 
Take a few minutes to think through some or all of the questions either as an individual or 

together as a group. 

1.      Following the teaching from Sunday did anything jump out at you? 

2. Are you aware of areas in your life where you like to maintain control?  

3. How does it make you feel to trust in God?  

4. Can you think of a specific area in your life that you want to trust God more with?  

• If the answer is yes, take some time to invite the Holy Spirit to come and speak to 

you to remind you of Gods promises.  

5. If doing this in a group setting spend some time praying over those who need to move 

into a posture of surrender.  
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